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Salesforce trying to block Microsoft's US$26.2bn
LinkedIn deal
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Salesforce.com (NYSE:CRM) has called on regulators to block Microsoft's
proposed US$26.2bn takeover of LinkedIn (NYSE:LNKD), arguing that the deal
would hurt competition.
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Salesforce's public display of frustration comes just a few months after it lost a
bidding war to acquire the online networking site.
Both companies' interest in LinkedIn centres on the data it possesses, with an
estimated 450mln members from more than 200 countries maintaining their
personal details and résumés on the site.
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Salesforce has said that the deal will give Microsoft an unfair advantage as it
could block rival software firms from accessing the website's vast data.
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Salesforce's chief legal officer, Burke Norton said: "Microsoft's proposed
acquisition of LinkedIn threatens the future of innovation and competition."
"We intend to work closely with regulators, lawmakers and other stakeholders
to make the case that this merger is anti-competitive."
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Norton added that the deal could potentially raise "data privacy issues" as well,
which he feels the US and European authorities should scrutinise.
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Microsoft hit back though, claiming that the deal had already cleared regulatory
hurdles in several countries, including the US, and that it is Salesforce which
actually dominates the customer relationship management (CRM) software
market.
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Salesforce. com is an enterprise cloud
computing
company.

Brad Smith, Microsoft's chief legal officer said: "Salesforce may not be aware,
but the deal has already been cleared to close in the United States, Canada
and Brazil."
Industry experts have also weighed in, claiming that Salesforce's argument could fall back on itself if it makes a move
for Twitter, which has been rumoured.
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No investment advice
The Company is a publisher. You understand and agree that no content published on the Site constitutes a recommendation that any particular security,
portfolio of securities, transaction, or investment strategy is suitable or advisable for any specific person. You understand that the Content on the Site is
provided for information purposes only, and none of the information contained on the Site constitutes an offer, solicitation or recommendation to buy or sell a
security. You understand that the Company receives either monetary or securities compensation for our services. We stand to benefit from any volume which
any Content on the Site may generate.
You further understand that none of the information providers or their affiliates will advise you personally concerning the nature, potential, advisability,
value, suitability or profitability of any particular security, portfolio of securities, transaction, investment, investment strategy, or other matter.
You understand that the Site may contain opinions from time to time with regard to securities mentioned in other products, including Company-related
products, and that those opinions may be different from those obtained by using another product related to the Company. You understand and agree that
contributors may write about securities in which they or their firms have a position, and that they may trade such securities for their own account. In cases
where the position is held at the time of publication and such position is known to the Company, appropriate disclosure is made. However, you understand and
agree that at the time of any transaction that you make, one or more contributors may have a position in the securities written about. You understand that price
and other data is supplied by sources believed to be reliable, that the calculations herein are made using such data, and that neither such data nor such
calculations are guaranteed by these sources, the Company, the information providers or any other person or entity, and may not be complete or accurate.
From time to time, reference may be made in our marketing materials to prior articles and opinions we have published. These references may be
selective, may reference only a portion of an article or recommendation, and are likely not to be current. As markets change continuously, previously published
information and data may not be current and should not be relied upon.
The Site does not, and is not intended to, provide investment, tax, accounting, legal or insurance advice, and is not and should not be construed as
providing any of the foregoing. You should consult an attorney or other relevant professional regarding your specific legal, tax, investment or other needs as
tailored
to
your
specific
situation.
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