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Hiscox slides after first-half of 2019 sees a rise in
claims

Hiscox Ltd (LON:HSX) shares dipped on Monday morning despite the Lloyd's
of London insurer delivering interim profits at the higher end of its guidance
range.

Profit before tax in the first half of 2019 rose to US$168.0mln from
US$162.7mln the year before, not far off the top end of the US$150mln -
US$170mln guidance issued earlier this month; before that revised guidance,
analysts had been expecting a profit figure of around US$190mln.

READ Hiscox profit warning reduces buffers ahead of the hurricane season
Gross premiums written edged up to US$2,337.5mln from US$2,228.8mln a
year earlier.

The group's combined ratio - a measure of how shrewdly the company is
choosing who and what to underwrite (a lower figure is better) - rose to 98.8%
from 87.9% in the first half of last year.

The interim dividend has been nudged up to 13.75 cents from 13.25 cents the
previous year.

The group said it experienced a higher volume of claims in the first half of 2019
than the same period last year.

"Hiscox delivered a profit of US$168 million for the first half despite a more
challenging claims experience. Looking ahead, with six consecutive quarters of
rate growth in some Lloyd's business, the market is in a better position than it
has been for some time," claimed Bronek Masojada, the chief executive officer
of Hiscox.

"In retail, we will continue to invest in our infrastructure and marketing to drive
sustainable growth. Our strategy of diversification gives us options," he added.

Hiscox shares were down 1.5% at 1,745p in early deals.
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No investment advice

The Company is a publisher. You understand and agree that no content published on the Site constitutes a recommendation that any particular security,
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portfolio of securities, transaction, or investment strategy is suitable or advisable for any specific person. You understand that the Content on the Site is
provided for information purposes only, and none of the information contained on the Site constitutes an offer, solicitation or recommendation to buy or sell a
security.  You understand that the Company receives either monetary or securities compensation for our services. We stand to benefit from any volume which
any Content on the Site may generate.
				You further understand that none of the information providers or their affiliates will advise you personally concerning the nature, potential, advisability,
value, suitability or profitability of any particular security, portfolio of securities, transaction, investment, investment strategy, or other matter.
				You understand that the Site may contain opinions from time to time with regard to securities mentioned in other products, including Company-related
products, and that those opinions may be different from those obtained by using another product related to the Company. You understand and agree that
contributors may write about securities in which they or their firms have a position, and that they may trade such securities for their own account. In cases
where the position is held at the time of publication and such position is known to the Company, appropriate disclosure is made. However, you understand and
agree that at the time of any transaction that you make, one or more contributors may have a position in the securities written about. You understand that price
and other data is supplied by sources believed to be reliable, that the calculations herein are made using such data, and that neither such data nor such
calculations are guaranteed by these sources, the Company, the information providers or any other person or entity, and may not be complete or accurate.
				From time to time, reference may be made in our marketing materials to prior articles and opinions we have published. These references may be
selective, may reference only a portion of an article or recommendation, and are likely not to be current. As markets change continuously, previously published
information and data may not be current and should not be relied upon.
				The Site does not, and is not intended to, provide investment, tax, accounting, legal or insurance advice, and is not and should not be construed as
providing any of the foregoing. You should consult an attorney or other relevant professional regarding your specific legal, tax, investment or other needs as
tailored to your specific situation.
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