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Verona Pharma shares edge lower on clinical trial
results

Price:

46.2p

Market Cap:

£48.66M

1 Year Share Price Graph

Verona Pharma (LON:VRP) today revealed results of an exploratory clinical
trial for a potential treatment of asthma and chronic obstructive pulmonary
disease (COPD).
The study narrowly missed its primary endpoint objective, which was to reduce
the numbers of inflammatory cells, called neutrophil cells, which play a central
role in COPD and asthma.
According to Verona while the results fell short of ‘statistical significance' there
was a strong trend towards the primary end point and there was a ‘highly
significant' reduction in the absolute number of neutrophils.
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It also said that there were also ‘statistically highly significant' reductions in
various types of inflammatory cells entering the airways in treated subjects;
according to Verona, this provides positive evidence of the drug's antiinflammatory effects.
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The drug, tagged RPL554, is in nebulised form and it is being developed as a
bronchodilator to treat patients with severe COPD.
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Previous clinical trials conducted by the company have demonstrated that
RPL554 is a potent bronchodilator with fast onset of action in both COPD and
asthma patients.
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Verona Pharma plc is a clinical stage
biopharmaceutical company focused on the
development and commercialization of
innovative prescription medicines to treat
respiratory diseases with significant unmet
medical needs, such as COPD, cystic
fibrosis
and
asthma.

The company now plans to focus the development of RPL554 on its
bronchodilator properties in more severe patients.
"We are very excited by the outcome of this trial," said chief executive JanAnders Karlsson.

Author:
Proactive Investors Ltd
+44 (0)207 989 0813

"The demonstration of significant anti-inflammatory activity with RPL554,
coupled with its pronounced bronchodilator effects, makes this a unique drug
with significant promise as a new treatment for patients with COPD or asthma.
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"Our near-term focus for the further development of RPL554 is on exploring the
drug's significant bronchodilator properties in treating airway obstruction in
patients with severe COPD, a disease with a significant unmet medical need.
"This promises to be the fastest way to bring RPL554 to market."
In the trial healthy subjects were treated after they inhaled an irritant. The study
showed the drug to be well tolerated, and Verona said the adverse effects were
mild and not significantly different to placebo.
On AIM Verona Pharma shares were down almost 2%, trading at 2.76p each.
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No investment advice
Proactive Investors is a publisher and is not registered with or authorised by the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA). You understand and agree that no content
published constitutes a recommendation that any particular security, portfolio of securities, transaction, or investment strategy is suitable or advisable for any
specific person. You further understand that none of the information providers or their affiliates will advise you personally concerning the nature, potential,
advisability, value or suitability of any particular security, portfolio of securities, transaction, investment strategy, or other matter.
You understand that the Site may contain opinions from time to time with regard to securities mentioned in other products, including company related products,
and that those opinions may be different from those obtained by using another product related to the Company. You understand and agree that contributors
may write about securities in which they or their firms have a position, and that they may trade such securities for their own account. In cases where the
position is held at the time of publication and such position is known to the Company, appropriate disclosure is made. However, you understand and agree that
at the time of any transaction that you make, one or more contributors may have a position in the securities written about. You understand that price and other
data is supplied by sources believed to be reliable, that the calculations herein are made using such data, and that neither such data nor such calculations are
guaranteed by these sources, the Company, the information providers or any other person or entity, and may not be complete or accurate.
From time to time, reference may be made in our marketing materials to prior articles and opinions we have published. These references may be selective,
may reference only a portion of an article or recommendation, and are likely not to be current. As markets change continuously, previously published
information
and
data
may
not
be
current
and
should
not
be
relied
upon.
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