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Amazon fires back at Pentagon decision to award
$10 billion JEDI cloud contract to Microsoft
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Amazon Inc (NASDAQ:AMZN) is going up against the Pentagon in a challenge
to the defense department's $10 billion decision to award a cloud computing
deal to rival Microsoft Corp (NASDAQ:MSFT).

$977.68 billion
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The online retail giant filed notice that it would formally protest the Pentagon's
decision on its new project, known as the Joint Enterprise Defense
Infrastructure Cloud, or JEDI.
Reuters reported that in a company-wide meeting on Thursday, Amazon Web
Services' CEO Andy Jassy said it would be challenging for a US agency to
award a contract objectively when the president is disparaging one of the
contestants, according to an Amazon spokesman.
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The Pentagon awarded Microsoft with the contract in late October, surprising
many - including Amazon itself, which was widely considered the favorite to win
the ten-year agreement.
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Amazon Web Services has worked with the Department of Defense in the past
and won a $600 million CIA cloud contract in 2013.
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Questions as to whether the Pentagon's decision was in part politically
motivated abound. US President Donald Trump has publicly made it known
that he is not a fan of Amazon's CEO Jeff Bezos, referring to him as "Jeff Bozo"
on Twitter and mocking his very public divorce.
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Bezos owns The Washington Post, which has long been critical of the Trump
administration.
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In a statement to reporters back in July that could bolster Amazon's political
argument, Trump questioned whether the bidding process was fair, saying he
had heard from other companies in the race that the contract wasn't
competitive.
Defense Secretary Mark Esper disputed the notion on Friday, saying the competition was entirely fair to both Amazon
and its competitors.
JEDI involves providing cloud services to store sensitive military data and technology to the Department of Defense,
part of the Pentagon's efforts to modernize its storage platforms. On the flip side, technology companies are
increasingly seeing demand for its services from government business.
For now, contract winner Microsoft has remained silent about its rival's protests.
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No investment advice
The Company is a publisher. You understand and agree that no content published on the Site constitutes a recommendation that any particular security,
portfolio of securities, transaction, or investment strategy is suitable or advisable for any specific person. You understand that the Content on the Site is
provided for information purposes only, and none of the information contained on the Site constitutes an offer, solicitation or recommendation to buy or sell a
security. You understand that the Company receives either monetary or securities compensation for our services. We stand to benefit from any volume which
any Content on the Site may generate.
You further understand that none of the information providers or their affiliates will advise you personally concerning the nature, potential, advisability,
value, suitability or profitability of any particular security, portfolio of securities, transaction, investment, investment strategy, or other matter.
You understand that the Site may contain opinions from time to time with regard to securities mentioned in other products, including Company-related
products, and that those opinions may be different from those obtained by using another product related to the Company. You understand and agree that
contributors may write about securities in which they or their firms have a position, and that they may trade such securities for their own account. In cases
where the position is held at the time of publication and such position is known to the Company, appropriate disclosure is made. However, you understand and
agree that at the time of any transaction that you make, one or more contributors may have a position in the securities written about. You understand that price
and other data is supplied by sources believed to be reliable, that the calculations herein are made using such data, and that neither such data nor such
calculations are guaranteed by these sources, the Company, the information providers or any other person or entity, and may not be complete or accurate.
From time to time, reference may be made in our marketing materials to prior articles and opinions we have published. These references may be
selective, may reference only a portion of an article or recommendation, and are likely not to be current. As markets change continuously, previously published
information and data may not be current and should not be relied upon.
The Site does not, and is not intended to, provide investment, tax, accounting, legal or insurance advice, and is not and should not be construed as
providing any of the foregoing. You should consult an attorney or other relevant professional regarding your specific legal, tax, investment or other needs as
tailored
to
your
specific
situation.
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