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Acasti Pharma remains Speculative Buy following
FDA win for rival's heart drug: Mackie
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Acasti Pharma Inc (NASDAQ:ACST)(CVE:ACST) remains a Speculative Buy
following a regulatory decision to broaden the label for rival Amiran's Vascepa
heart drug, according to Mackie Research.
Vascepa is an omega-3 drug derived from fish oil to treat severe
hypertriglyceridemia patients. Acasti is advancing a similar drug called CaPre
to treat the same condition (high levels of triglycerides in the blood), which is
known to contribute to heart disease and strokes.
On Thursday, a US Food and Drug Administration advisory committee voted to
approve a New Drug Application for Vascepa's label extension -- which would
significantly expand the size of the patient population that could use the drug.
The FDA is expected to decide on the new label by December 28.
READ: Acasti Pharma says independent study highlights effectiveness of
CaPre in treating hypertriglyceridemia
"If Vascepa's NDA is eventually approved, we believe the Omega-3 market
should grow enormously - Acasti's CaPre should be able to piggyback on this,"
Mackie analysts Andre Uddin and Toby Ma wrote in a note released Thursday.
The analysts noted that Acasti is conducting two Phase 3 TRILOGY trials with
CaPre in patients with severe hypertriglyceridemia. Top-line results of
TRILOGY-1 & 2 remain on track to be reported in December 2019 and late
January 2020, respectively.
If the FDA approves the Vascepa label extension, the US omega-3 market
would be open to 80 million patients (from 3 million) with hypertriglyceridemia
or high triglycerides levels.
In previous trials Acasti's CaPre demonstrated superior safety and
pharmacokinetics (no food effect) compared to Amarin's Vascepa and pharma
giant GlaxoSmithKline's Lovaza, analysts noted.
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Company Synopsis:
Acasti is a biopharmaceutical innovator
focused on the research, development and
commercialization of prescription drugs
using omega-3 fatty acids derived from krill
oil. Omega-3 fatty acids have extensive
clinical evidence of safety and efficacy in
lowering triglycerides in patients with
hypertriglyceridemia.
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"Accordingly, we believe CaPre should become the best in class - a best-in-class drug should achieve market
leadership easily, regardless of its order of market entry," they added.
The analysts also maintained a C$8.70 price target for Acastii shares, which are currently trading at US$1.99 in New
York and C$2.64 in Canada.
Contact the author: patrick@proactiveinvestors.com
Follow him on Twitter @PatrickMGraham
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No investment advice
The Company is a publisher. You understand and agree that no content published on the Site constitutes a recommendation that any particular security,
portfolio of securities, transaction, or investment strategy is suitable or advisable for any specific person. You understand that the Content on the Site is
provided for information purposes only, and none of the information contained on the Site constitutes an offer, solicitation or recommendation to buy or sell a
security. You understand that the Company receives either monetary or securities compensation for our services. We stand to benefit from any volume which
any Content on the Site may generate.
You further understand that none of the information providers or their affiliates will advise you personally concerning the nature, potential, advisability,
value, suitability or profitability of any particular security, portfolio of securities, transaction, investment, investment strategy, or other matter.
You understand that the Site may contain opinions from time to time with regard to securities mentioned in other products, including Company-related
products, and that those opinions may be different from those obtained by using another product related to the Company. You understand and agree that
contributors may write about securities in which they or their firms have a position, and that they may trade such securities for their own account. In cases
where the position is held at the time of publication and such position is known to the Company, appropriate disclosure is made. However, you understand and
agree that at the time of any transaction that you make, one or more contributors may have a position in the securities written about. You understand that price
and other data is supplied by sources believed to be reliable, that the calculations herein are made using such data, and that neither such data nor such
calculations are guaranteed by these sources, the Company, the information providers or any other person or entity, and may not be complete or accurate.
From time to time, reference may be made in our marketing materials to prior articles and opinions we have published. These references may be
selective, may reference only a portion of an article or recommendation, and are likely not to be current. As markets change continuously, previously published
information and data may not be current and should not be relied upon.
The Site does not, and is not intended to, provide investment, tax, accounting, legal or insurance advice, and is not and should not be construed as
providing any of the foregoing. You should consult an attorney or other relevant professional regarding your specific legal, tax, investment or other needs as
tailored to your specific situation.
In exchange for publishing services rendered by the Company on behalf of Acasti Pharma Inc named herein, including the promotion by the Company of
Acasti Pharma Inc in any Content on the Site, the Company receives from said issuer annual aggregate cash compensation in the amount up to Twenty Five
Thousand
dollars
($25,000).
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